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Congenital syphilis continues to be a serious

public health problem in Brazil, with

significant impacts on neonatal morbidity

and mortality. One of the main factors

associated with the high rate of this

condition is the lack of adequate treatment

for pregnant women's partners, which

facilitates the vertical transmission of the

infection.

Department of Informatics of the SUS

(DATASUS).

Brazilian Institute of Geography and

Statistics (IBGE). 2022 Demographic Census.

IBGE, Brazil

Secondary data were collected from the

Department of Informatics of the Unified

Health System (DATASUS) regarding

congenital syphilis cases in Brazil from 2014

to 2024. The analysis focused on comparing

rates of congenital syphilis across

demographic regions, considering the

influence of untreated partners on these

rates.

The data indicate that congenital syphilis

remains a critical public health issue in

Brazil, with a significant proportion of cases

linked to untreated partners. The southeast

and northeast regions exhibit the highest

absolute numbers, while the northern region

shows the highest percentage of cases from

untreated partners. These findings highlight

the urgent need for targeted interventions,

including comprehensive prenatal screening

and effective partner treatment strategies.

Strengthening public health policies and

awareness campaigns is essential to

reducing vertical transmission rates and

mitigating neonatal morbidity and mortality

associated with congenital syphilis.

Between 2014 and 2024, 250.310 cases of

congenital syphilis were reported in Brazil.

Of these, 135.693 cases (54.2%) were from

untreated partners, 46.096 (18.4%) were from

treated partners, and 68.521 (27.3%) were

classified as ignored/blank. The southeast

region has the highest rate with 108.874

(43.5%) cases and untreated partners

represent 57.762 (53%) cases in this region.

This is followed by the northeast region with

72.113 (28.8%) total cases and 39,608 (54.9%)

cases of untreated parents. The highest rate

of untreated parents occurs in the northern

region with 12,599 (58.9%) cases.


