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Different forage sources and nutritional strategies, such
as additives and processing methods, can significantly
impact animal metabolism. Extrusion, in particular,
improves fiber digestibility, increasing nutrient
availability and potentially improving animal
performance. Given this, it is essential to investigate
how extruded forage influences protein metabolism
(Oliveira, et al., 2018).
We wished to evaluate the protein metabolism of sheep
fed with corn silage or extruded roughage of different
fiber levels.

The use of extruded roughage results in higher plasma
urea, albumin, and uric acid levels compared to those
with corn silage, indicating differences in protein
metabolism between these two roughage sources.

Table 1 – Protein metabolism of sheep fed an extruded diet

TP: protein total; UA: uric acid; CREA: creatinine; VMAX: 52% Forrage + virginiamycin as na additivie; F: Forrage; SEM:

standard error of the mean; ROU: roughage; ADT: additive; L: linear Q: quadratic

The experiment was conducted at the Small
Ruminants Sector of the Federal University of
Uberlândia, Minas Gerais, Brazil.
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