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Abstract: The “Garden City” concept has been driving Singapore’s urban development since
the 1960s. This has led to the city-state becoming a remarkably green city despite it being also
a country with one of the highest population density in the world. A key component in the
greening Singapore is the provision of parks as essential living spaces, a process which is
driven by national park provision targets. While the targets set are commendable, we suggest
that it is also necessary to consider the availability of parks to residents of different socio-
demographic and socio-economic profiles, i.e., provision of parks where needs are the
strongest. This is currently an unknown area in park planning of Singapore and falls within
the emerging area of spatial equity, which has traditionally focused on “environmental bads”
but which is now increasingly applied to “environmental goods”. In this study, we examined
spatial equity of parks as public goods through a spatial study of parks distribution and
correlations with key socio-demographic and economic profiles (population, population
density, types of home ownership, age groups, and income) of planning units at two spatial
scales. The effects of spatial scales on park planning provision indicators were clearly
manifested in the study, and we also report on the apparent unequal distribution of parks in
Singapore when this was considered against the socio-demographic and socio-economic
profiles of residential areas.
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