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I. Introduction
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From print publications and cyber source we can find
many words about “information+ism”;

\_
/’

/

\
In information age the “information+ism” is a
necessary result;
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Due to the complicated implication of
“information+ism”, we need to perform specific

\investigation to clarify the different meaning of them/

and then find which doctrine is acceptable or

unacceptable especially from philosophy.
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II. Four words about
information+ism

informationalism e,

PA#El
ntormation i
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informatilism i)
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1. Informationalism

a sociological concept

by David Lyon (1988) and
Maunel Castells(1996)

describing the emergence of
a new social structure

Similar to information society
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THE INFORMATION'AGE
FCONOMY. SOCIETY, AND CULTURE

VOLUME | in his book , Castells

constantly used the concept
TH E R'SE OF TH E of informationalism to
NETWORK SOC|ETY describe the paradigm of
the new technology with the
information technology as
its foundation and the

network technology as its
core.

SECOND
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WITH A NEW PREFACE EXRmALUSERFE AE
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MWILEY-BLACKWELL
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Towards a philosophy meaning

< In a recent paper Zhou Liqian and Sgren use
“Pan- informationalism” to reference the
philosophical proposition, especially classify
the view of Wu Kun to this camp, which marks

the meaning of “informationalism”™ going
beyond the sociology and expanding to
philosophy field.

'I'

BT EREERZAN INEH , AT ZERENFEREFLE
F9FE5K , JTEHEEDTHERE E’JXJU,NETF’EIE)\TL—BE:,
W, EENEER THSFRauEmy B2 T EFE2H,
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The fifth approach, represented by
David Chalmers, John Wheeler, Tom
Stonier and Gordana Dodig-Crnkovic,
iIs pan-informationalism approach
which treats information as basic
property of the cosmos.

From Ligian Zhou: A Review of Approaches
of Western Information Studies
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2. Informatism

It is used in three disciplines:

art and literature
politics
philosophy
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It is a form of art that
makes use of

electronic media : In China the dominant

usage of informatism
iIs to reference a new
school of poetry: the

network poetry ( or

includes the art
interacting with
computers that
generate artistic
content based on the informatism poetry)
processing of large
amounts of data......
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(2) informatism——politics

A

4 )

David T. Johnson uses “bureaucratic informatism”
to show that the bureaucracy has the information,
but other people do not have.

b 7
\
As a privilege, the right to information becomes a
confidential legal system, forms the social divide

between people, and also becomes the means for
"elites" to keep control of social conflict and changes.

J

David T. Johnson
Department of English, Salisbury University
cinema studies, adaptation studies
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(3)The informatism ——philosophy

In a famous discuss (X' #—(EEEICEE eI = AKX )

when Wolfgang takes an evolutionary perspective to see
information as a feature of emergence and goes back to
the etymological roots (information as "giving form") in
his establishment of a unified information theory,

Rafael Capurro thinks Wolfgang Hofkirchner’s method

as “dialectical informatism” —a deferent new
version of dialectical materialism(DIAMAT).

P et R FE S HURHIE
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3.Informationism

literature \

philosophy

Richard Price in 1991 in
the magazine
Interference to describe
common trends in the
work of a group of
Scottish poets. Their work

Another one is considered
as a new philosophical
trend, it is the focal point
in this paper and will be
introduced soon

afterwards.

was later collected in the
anthology Contraflow on
the Super Highway
(1994). Inside it there is
an introduction:
Approaching the
Informationists.

See next part

I |, #ERichard Price 199147 (52 m)
( Interference ) ZYEFFAEREIA— IS =1F
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4.Informatilism

a word used only by a Chinese scholar Shen Xinxi(Gk#f&) and only take it
as a philosophy category.

In Shen Xinxi's view, information includes two kinds: "original

information" and “derived information”.

ATEREE ¥ — M A SIRIER | XM ANREEEE CRYEZE IR
EAFEAONNSYRGEN, KR, 54, FliIEFENESREIRRS
MHIRRE., XEEFETNERE ASMERAERIKFREEEFEIE
FHIRIRIA—ERNBEKRUKRAFRAN K SR EIER.
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III. Multiple dime
informationism

5
=it
IR
3

Is used by more scholars

in philosophy circle,
sO we can mainly take it
as a philosophical theory.
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multiple

dimensions

for - 2. Epistemological informationism
philosophical INRISEREX
informationism:

BREREN

— 3.0ntological informationism

FFiEEREN
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1.Axiological informationism

information MEBERENX :
(resource) is more =
important than SEATHIR

material (resource) ,

not involved in “i':eccl,?rlng?t
the ontological A gy
issue such as contemporary
whether or not ﬁciﬂ:'l%mﬁc
the information P politicpaly’
is dependent on )
thg matter. philosophy and
SO on
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2.Epistemological informationism

INRIBEREEN :

;lm\g |'U'q:ﬂ]1

EIH |

or information The
guide material information
items, —— here

indicates
another way of knowledge,

saying “concept idea,
guiding artificial purpose,
object” and so on.

information

deciding
matter,
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3.0ntological informationism

Information producing matter

Wheeler: AMRBERENX

%I%\}_“_ZEEEI:@JI_FE
“It from bit” B

“Everything is information”.

—— the most important philosophical
informationism.
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Wheeler: information is
not only an independent
existence that differed
from matter and mind,

but also the most basic
existence, because
whole universe was
initiated from
information,
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Some Chinese scholar:
“information is the
fundamental factor of
the universe”, “The
material is an
aggregate of
information”(Wang
Jiang-huo),
“Information generate
world, the universe is a
deductive process of
information”(Shen Xin-
Xi), and so on.

it is why we call informationism not materialism.
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IV. How to evaluate the

philosophical informationism?

Axiological and

epistemological

informationism
is certainly
acceptable,

Ontological
informationism
is difficult to be

accepted.
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Taking Ontological informationism as:

A

a new form of materialism
(Rafael Capurro , maybe including Wu Kun);

(Miao Dongsheng thinks Wheeler’s opinion);

three different
ontological

positions about
ontological

Infromationism

beyond materialism and idealism
belongs to the third form
of ontology theory (Shen Xinxi)

Mere-informationism?

MEREN ?
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The difficulty of ontological informationism
is:

we should think the ontological
informationism is unreasonable
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V. Conclusion

How to understand information philosophically decided
how to evaluate ontological informationism.

Due to information is not equal to the material or any
physical items, so the ontological informationism as a
form of materialism is not reasonable.

Due to the information is not the third being beyond
the physical and mental phenomena, so the ontological
informationism as third kinds of ontological doctrine
transcending materialism and idealism is also
untenable.
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Furthermore, how to understand information
philosophically is determined by ho to understand
philosophy;

Philosophy is different from science. If we see
philosophy as the study of the relation between Men
and world,

then the information as a philosophical concept
should be understood involving human being rather
than a phenomenon unrelated to people,

i.e. , it indicates a major human characteristic and

so there is no “"nature information”, all information
is “human information”.
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Its epistemological meaning

information is familiarly related to concepts such as: to
reason with somebody, to listen to what somebody has to
say, to a messenger and to his message. There is a context
of ignorance and expectation but also of common
knowledge to which the information is supposed to be
significant.

Information is a concept situated in the field of human
language and intersubjectivity.

It refers to the process of telling something to somebody
and to the content being transmitted.

From a comprehensive view of human existence,
communication, on the one hand, cannot be reduced to the
physical process of sending and receiving signals, but it is a
specific human phenomenon.

In short, it indicates a major human characteristic.

From Rafael Capurro: EPISTEMOLOGY AND INFORMATION SCIENGE:ny Logo
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The Oxford English Dictionary (5):

The action of informing, formation or moulding of the
mind or character, training, instruction, teaching.

The act of informing; communication of the
knowledge or 'news' of some fact or occurrence; the
act of telling or the fact of being told of something.

Knowledge communicated concerning some
particular fact, subject, or event; that of which one is
appraised or told; intelligence, news.

The act of informing against, charging, or accusing (a
person).
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More immediately, information can be regarded

as the virtual form of material reality,

it belongs to the mental world —— a mental
phenomenon emphasizing communication and
semantic function.

With this understanding of information and
philosophy, we can say that the ontological
informationism is a new form of idealism.

If you are a materialist, you certainly will not
agree with it.
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