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The City of Mazatlán, Sinaloa, located on

Mexico’s North Pacific coast, has

experienced accelerated urban growth over

the past two decades. This expansion has

occurred without adequate planning or

effective sustainable development

strategies, as the population increased from

327,989 inhabitants in 2000 to 441,975 in

2020. The city has a housing density of

2,188 units per km² and a Prosperous Cities

Index (PCI) score of 56.8, which is

considered moderately weak and highlights

the need to strengthen urban policies. The 

objective of this study was to construct 

contextual, trend, and desirable scenarios 

for Mazatlán in order to analyze patterns of 

urban-tourism development.

The research employed a mixed, non-

experimental methodological approach. The

quantitative phase involved photographic

surveys to describe and compare elements of

the urban-tourist landscape, identifying causes

and effects of landscape transformation. The

qualitative phase focused on diagnosing

environmental and economic challenges.

Integrating findings from both stages,

scenarios were developed based on General

Systems Theory.

The main results reveal that the annual influx 

of tourists multiplies the resident population 

by seven, generating competition for food, 

goods, and services. The absence of urban 

management strategies has undermined the 

continuity and conservation of wetlands, 

which are increasingly threatened by 

irregular human settlements, marina and 

port infrastructure, beachfront hotels, and 

vacation properties. These pressures 

degrade the natural landscape and lead to 

economic losses in fishing and aquaculture, 

pollution, the spread of disease vectors, 

unpleasant odors, surface warming, and a 

diminished capacity to provide ecosystem 

services. 

In conclusion, the study emphasizes that 

the primary strategy for Mazatlán’s 

sustainable future must be rooted in 

conserving its existing landscape 

heritage.
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