
The Influence of Temporal Variations on the Perception of High Street 

Soundscapes Across Grey, Green, and Blue Typologies
Zeynep Sena Ozturk; Francesco Aletta; Jian Kang 

UCL Institute for Environmental Design and Engineering, The Bartlett, University College London (UCL), Central House, 14 Upper Woburn 

Place, London WC1H 0NN, UK; 

https://sciforum.net/event/IOCUS2026

INTRODUCTION & AIM RESULTS & DISCUSSION

CONCLUSION

REFERENCES

METHOD

High streets are affecting many components such as 

weekdays differences, hourly changes or seasonal 

conditions influence the street sound atmosphere and 

pedestrian behaviours [1], [2]. In literature, temporary 

changes investigated in street aspects depends on the 

tourism season, weekend-weekdays or blossoms 

seasons-winter seasons aspects [3]. Street typologies 

were not examined in terms of perception of high streets. 

This study addresses this gap by examining how grey, 

green, and blue high-street environments relate to 

perceptions vary by time of day. Group soundwalks were 

conducted along specified routes on two London high 

streets.

Temporal differences indicated that in grey areas weekends 

in were rated as less monotonous and uneventful, but more 

vibrant, restful, and walkable. In green spaces, weekends 

were calmer, less chaotic, and more sound-appropriate. 

The blue location did not show any difference between 

weekdays and weekends. Grey areas felt more welcoming 

and relaxing, with later hours perceived as safer, whereas 

in green areas early hours are calmer and more 

monotonous but late hours feel safer and eventful. In blue 

locations music sound hear more frequently in late hours, 

people find sound atmosphere more appropriate than in the 

early hours. 
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