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METHOD

This research examines how the historic city of São Cristóvão (SE, 

Brazil) has incorporated the UN 2030 Agenda into local policy from 

2019–2025. Although the city has gained external recognition through 

Sustainable Cities awards, a systematic analysis of its SDG-related 

governance is lacking. The study aims to: (i) map municipal programs 

across social, environmental and economic dimensions; (ii) classify 

them by the 17 SDGs; and (iii) assess coherence between policy goals 

and development indicators. 

São Cristóvão has made institutional advances in adopting the 2030 Agenda 

(SDG-focused planning, ODS commission, VLR preparation) but faces 

structural challenges. Economic fragility and infrastructure deficits limit 

progress. The study highlights a strong urban SDG framework but weak on-the-

ground coherence: ambitious targets coexist with severe deficits in housing, 

transport and services for the poor. This case underlines the need for aligning 

municipal planning with concrete investments in basic services and social 

protection. Without addressing these gaps, local policies will struggle to 

translate sustainable development rhetoric into inclusive, resilient outcomes.

Instituto Cidades Sustentáveis, & Sustainable Development Solutions Network. (2025). São Cristóvão (SE). In IDSC-BR: Sustainable 

Development Index for Brazilian Cities. Retrieved April 20, 2026, from https://idsc.cidadessustentaveis.org.br/profiles/2806701/

Municipality of São Cristóvão. (2025). 2025 Voluntary Local Review: São Cristóvão. Agenda2030LAC. Retrieved April 20, 2026, from

https://agenda2030lac.org/sites/default/files/2026-01/RLV%20S%C3%A3o%20Crist%C3%B3v%C3%A3o.pdf

United Nations Development Programme. (2020). Territorialisation and acceleration of the SDGs: Situational diagnosis of SDG indicators: 

São Cristóvão, Sergipe. UNDP Brazil. 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. (2010). São Francisco Square in the Town of São Cristóvão: Nomination file

(World Heritage List No. 1272rev). UNESCO World Heritage Centre. https://whc.unesco.org/uploads/nominations/1272rev.pdf

Andrade, A. F. C. de. (2022). Cidades sustentáveis e os objetivos do desenvolvimento sustentável da ONU: A experiência de São 

Cristóvão/SE [Sustainable cities and the UN Sustainable Development Goals: The experience of São Cristóvão/SE] [Doctoral dissertation, 

Universidade Federal de Sergipe].

São Cristóvão City Hall. (2021, December 17). São Cristóvão receives the SDG Seal and Best Practices title at the 2021 State SDG Meeting. 

https://www.saocristovao.se.gov.br/noticia/sao-cristovao-recebe-selo-ods-e-titulo-de-melhores-praticas-em-encontro-estadual-ods-2021

São Cristóvão City Hall. (2022, November 29). 2022 State SDG Meeting awards the municipality of São Cristóvão with the SDG Seal and

Best Practices Trophy. https://www.saocristovao.se.gov.br/noticia/encontro-estadual-ods-2022-premia-municipio-de-sao-cristovao-com-selo-

ods-e-trofeu-boas-praticas

São Cristóvão City Hall. (2023, June 20). São Cristóvão City Hall is awarded in two categories of the Sustainable Cities Award. 

https://www.saocristovao.se.gov.br/noticia/prefeitura-de-sao-cristovao-e-premiada-em-duas-categorias-do-premio-cidades-sustentaveis

São Cristóvão City Hall. (2024, May 31). São Cristóvão leads the ranking of literate children among Sergipe municipalities with more than

50,000 inhabitants. https://www.saocristovao.se.gov.br/noticia/sao-cristovao-lidera-ranking-de-criancas-alfabetizadas-entre-cidades-

sergipanas-com-mais-de-50-mil-habitantes

São Cristóvão City Hall. (2024, October 8). São Cristóvão achieves first place in IDEB in Sergipe. 

https://www.saocristovao.se.gov.br/noticia/sao-cristovao-alcanca-primeira-colocacao-no-ideb-em-sergipe

São Cristóvão City Hall. (2024, March 19). Smart São Cristóvão: City Hall expands the reach of the GeoDados system to further optimise

municipal management. https://www.saocristovao.se.gov.br/noticia/sao-cristovao-inteligente-prefeitura-expande-o-alcance-do-sistema-

geodados-para-otimizar-ainda-mais-a-gestao-municipal

Brazil

Sergipe

São 

Cristóvão

Key dates – Heritage protection

1938 - Declaration as a State 

Historical Monument City by the 

National Institute of Historic and 

Artistic Heritage (IPHAN).

1940 - Individual listing of buildings 

1967 - Listing of the Architectural, 

Urbanistic, and Landscape Ensemble

2010 - World Heritage designation by 

UNESCO

RESULTS & DISCUSSION
Despite the improvement in score and ranking, São Cristóvão is still classified at a low 

sustainable development level in 2025. Figure 02 therefore suggests a tension between 

institutional progress in SDG implementation and persistent structural challenges in 

municipal sustainability performance.

The selected programmes indicate that São Cristóvão has sought to localise the 

2030 Agenda through sectoral initiatives linked to education, water supply, social 

inclusion, food security, digital governance and cultural-environmental action, 

indicating how municipal policies have been framed in relation to specific SDGs. 

These initiatives have generated external recognition, including Sustainable 

Cities Awards and SDG Seals. However, such recognitions should be read as 

evidence of institutional process rather than as definitive proof of structural 

transformation. The table therefore supports the central argument of the study: 

São Cristóvão has advanced in the formal and programmatic incorporation of the 

SDGs, but the coherence between these initiatives and municipal development 

indicators still requires critical assessment.

Figure 3. Summary of selected municipal programmes associated with the local implementation of the 2030 

Agenda in São Cristóvão. 
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