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Abstract:

In Europe decreasing birthrates (additionally ageing ) and diminishing classical work and
employmentrates (i.p.. for the youth) seem to destabilise, even devaluate our future and our
offspring (i.p. young males).The conventional solutions *growth™ seem to be restricted structurally :
Childlessness (decreasing birthrates) as consequence of women’s good education, employment and
contraception appears hardly reversible. Joblessness (decreasing work) too is structurally driven by
innovation, capitalisation and globalisation. Worthless (changing old values), even ill will feel our
European children (i.p. sons) if they thus grow up isolated with psycho-social disturbances |,
marginalized from work, economics and politics and overburdened by debts, entitlements and
environments. “Radical Loosers” like they should cause fear similarly to that for other ( islamic, over)-
populations. Other fears : f.i. for (self-)extinction, for (islamic) colonization, for (economical)
pauperisation and for loss of (material) power leads to the standard answer : Growth ! Nevertheless
environment, sustainability and posterity would profit most from these ""natural’ trends of shrinking
population, work and consumption.
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1. Childlessness (cIn)
Data, suggesting secular decline in birth-rates at least in the first world, are contradictory( 1,2,3). At
least Sweden and France swim upstream with stable birth-rates and cohort-fertility-rates (Fig 1)
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Even Germans (and Italians) with estimated “ worst trend “(1,2 to 1,4 children/women .Fig 2) ,but
corrected birthrate between 1,4 and 1,7 seem only to extinct in literature (4) . Outside EU countries will
follow the secular decline after a “Youth Bulge” between 2020 and 2050; firstly and sharply in the now
fast growing “islamic patriarchies”of the Middle east and Africa (5),

Fig 2: German Birthrate:Differences :estimated (1.3.) vs final (1.73)
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What can be the reasons of childlessness ? :

e The wish, to have no children (15% of women, 26% of men in Germany (9,35 ).

e Evolutionary psychological reasons for the —contranatural — renouncement of offspring (8,)

e Decoupling children from sex (birth control) and old-age-support (insurance, pension-funds)
may let the remaining narcisstic reasons (love for children)) resemble insufficient (27)

e Feminism (41a)

e Costs of 120.000 to 240.00 € /child (30,32)

e Politics : lagging traditionality , lacking family support (service-fundings) (34),
Postfascistic(D,I,E,J,G) childlessness hypothe-sis(31)

e Psychosocial reasons like fear (28, 35)

e Education (7 ,28,30) , where fields are more influential than levels (28,Fig.3)

Fig 3 :Educational field (rather than level)marks Swedish cln amongst the birth-cohort 55-59
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This last reason seems to be responsible for disturbing high rates of cln amongst German academic

(universitary) employees (Fig 4): The rates rose from 69,9 % in 1994 to 73,1% in 2004(7)..

Fig 4 High rates of cln amongst german academic employees (7)
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(Quelle: Landesamt fir Datenverarbeitung und Statistik, eigene Berechnung)

In 2004 hatten 78% (5 594) der Wissenschaftlerinnen und rund 71% (10 478) der
Wissenschaftler in den untersuchten Gehaltsgruppen keine Kinder.




Consequences of childlessness (cln)
If we had this trend of “academicization” of reproduction (with fertility-rates even below 1) globally
and linear, could we lean back appeased on education?: After a maximum of 9-11 Bio people around
2050 (5) worlds population (P)could shrink (68,69,70) to a tolerable level of environmental impact (1).
If we roughly put | =P x Ax T (A=Affluence;T=Technology).But there are ageing and fear factors too.
The fears of the developed nations (all below replacement rate of 2.1) thus can be identified:

e Imbalance of social-security and insurance systems (22,41,45), stressing women, families with

many children and the next generations (8,66

e deflation, pauperisation , persisting unemployment (52 , s Fig5)

e Alienation (foreign infiltration) especially with islamic and patriarchistic guest-workers (25)

e materialistic, anti-social, isolated “Minimum “-Society (8), which means “Bowling alone(62)

Fig 5 Worklessness and fertility rate
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Fighting cIn thus appears to us as answering this fears or as choosing between two evils :

e money- instead of service —funding of families (9, 34)

e education (7,8)

e The global goal of sustainable survival (see 21) and its components of growth —shrinking ,
education , dematerialisation and good global governance-has not yet even reached the first
worlds discussion about demography, politics and economics, let alone the action.

e Shrinking into more or less economic and psycho-social deficiency versus growing and
overstretching global environmental resources

1. Worklessness/Joblessness (win/jIn)
We can distinguish win as being cyclic , seasonal, fluctational or structural. What remains after each
business cycle and technical shock seems structural win(20, 46, 49,51).1ts responsible for three
quarter of win in Germany (Fig 6 &7) and will grow ,when we transit from industrial to service ,
from public to private and - following J.Rifkin (20) - now to third sector or -following Nefiodow (24)-
to the 6™ Kondatrieff . The EU win (10.5 % in 2005) is almost double that of the USA (5.6% (38),
biggest in the four big members G, F, E, | (and Poland) . This difference marks the different solutions
in classical vs neo-classical theory and economy (46S7,S45), without getting rid of the labour —
problem .



Fig 6 Productivity increases, more than GNP while Working hours(Volume) decrease
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Fig 7: Economic growth-rates and unemployment-rates Germany(D) 1951-2004
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The reasons for win are multiple:

innovations (23), gain of productivity ( of processes or products (24, p 245) and since decades a
descent of the factor labour versus capital (55,58 )

advanced financial Capital (which prefers direct super-returns instead of investments)(5860,66
,p 148) and Glo-balisation( which floods the market with new 1,3 Bio possible workers (41,75)
low growth of economy (Fig 7) and high threshold for employment (23) like wage excess (54)
immigration, esp. of non-qualified (guest)workers (25) ,

failure of the state like during hyperinflation 1923, of the market like during world-economy
crisis 1929(26), of state and market like todays deregulation and globalzation (41, )
over-regulation (26) and lack of competition (48) thus inflexibility like in Germany and France
real business cycles (RBC): and within that technological (Solow)shocks(49,51) ,

long waves of innovations(Fig 8): discussed as 6™ Kondatrieff are “tele-work, environment,
psychosocial health “,  but also repair of the former damages and” mafiocracy.”(24)

cln, which leads to shrinking (cars, buildings, consumption-market) domestic demand (52

Fig 8: Health &Environment as 6™ Kondatrieff
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Youth worklessness (win) in Europe

In Europe youth win is almost double that of adults , and almost double that of USA, around
18%(73).In ltaly it’s 24%,in France 22%,in Germany 15% (2005) which means place 7 amongst
25 EU-countries (39,73). All countries with high (youth) unemployment (1,F;G) seem to be over-
regulated or inflexible (26). Discussions over and the youth protest against “precarité * (short-
time, uncertain jobs) have begun there. Precarity (living under unstable ,multiple ,autonomous
work: Generation “on-the job-training”)is highest amongst Italy’s youth  (estimated 25-
35%,(61,73)).0n the other hand risk of social exclusion is smaller, probably because illicit work
and family support is more widespread in Southern then Middle Europe (Fig 9 from 46).



Fig. 9 Youth unemployment and social exclusion within 6 EU-countries
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Experts and their commissions in Germany see coming win irritatingly different: Herzog foretells
constant, Rurup half of nowadays and Hartz even zero joblessness (40) until 2020.Other forecasts
speak about 4 Million unemployed at birthrate 2.0 and 6 million at 1.4 (52).

2. Discussion
Debating some solutions we have the same fears and obstacles as discussed above . What to do against
the economic and moral challenge of (youth-) win ?

Classic and neo-classic —more or less national -answers are :

e economic growth —with poor effects on work , but bad on environment(17,20,37,46,72,75)

e flexibilisation of discharge and working-time, low-wages (46:p 45, 74) and wage restraint (54)

e more governmental programs (46,74)

e less” parking” in Universities(!)’but more and faster education (56),

e from 4 passable ways to better employment strategies (not too much growth , not too high
productivity, time and education investment and low-wage-sector ) Germans (and some other
European) government has gone the last) resolutely (60).

e pre-retirement ,part-time —work, shortening of working-time with poor effects (57,62, 74)

Oriented on future , global and sustainable work the answers should include :
e regulation of (world-)work-market for competitors: Women, seniors(62),youth ,immigrants
(41,62) and the flooding by the 1.3 Bio new workers from far east
e Regulation of the global capital , financial market —“fundamentalism”and - derivates (58,75, )
e Thinking new about (compound) interest (15,16) and (world) economic growth below 2 %
(17,36, 71,75)
e third-sector-work, new qualitative work , time instead of money(63,72).



3. Worthless?Valueless ? Or just changingg values?

The value or price of children varies: After 100 years of sanctifying and sentimentalizing them,
children have priceless(virtual) prices , having lost their economic usefulness and value (19, p 210ff).If
now childhood seems to disappear (42), or to have no place in the economized world of efficiency
(53), or even to become a cost-factor instead of being human capital , will then the established
market—society be a childless one (43)? This can not be without consequences (8).The price of
having a child exceeds 120.000 (-240.000) € during the first 18 years.(30,32)Having no child doesn’t
impose as” sin” in a German ranking list (Fig 10) , positively value of children in Germany appears on
place number 6 (8, p 85)

Fig 10 . Germany’s “sin” register (11)
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The youth-engagement in that society loosen logically (46, p 206), distance to religion appears (59)and
sorrows about family and demografy, with increasing gender differences (67).

Greatest fear in Germany remain that of (loss of ) workplaces , smallest sins are economical ones .(Fig
11, 11)..In Germany tax —evasion equals a (negative) value of 70 Bio € in 2003 (13), win causes costs
of 80 Bio € each year (23), illicit work even 370 Bio € (14) and the neglected age-liabilities of the
public health insurance are estimated at about 800 Bio € (22). The explicit debts in Germany are
estimated for 1,4 Trillion € , the implicit ones for 4,8-6,8 Trillion € (44,45) .This means, explicit
20.000 ,implicit even 80.000 € -200.000 € laid down in every innocent cradle .Add hereto the German
part of the global environmental repair costs of 5,4 Trillion .,estimated recently by N.Stern , and the
economical reduction of our youth is clear. If value systems grow on this debt-capitalism, on
precarious work and life(61,20,p216), on ageing ,on numerically, economically and morally shrinking
societies, hostility could prosper.The return of patriarchy (18) or religion (59) as new-old values not



at least in face of the islamic challenge, is therefore not the adequate solution, rather woman’s
(better) social capibilities (8, 64, 65)
So shall we search extraterrestric or genetic-technological answers (to the recently asked question of
the physicist S.Hawking : :” In a world that is in chaos politically, socially and environmentally,
how can the human race sustain another 100 years?”(21), when we have conservative ones ?

e Shrinking (of Populations, Economies, Materialistic work, Speed ) as a new value (71)
Decoupling and Increasing Efficiency- of Material and Energy from growth (66,p231)
Good, Global Governance (66, p 148)
Inter- and intragenerational justice (66)
Feminine (social, net-knotting, de-escalating) values (8, 64,65)
New labour (“flexicurity and coopetition “ ( 66, p214), new economy and values (26)

2. Conclusions and outlook

Only such totally revised global models of population, labour, economy and values could possibly
influence a sustainable survival for us/our children .Shrinking population and work/economics
seem to be establishing/organising itself. Fighting this , could prolong negative consequences for
our children .The time slot to stop overgrowth of population , resource-wasting (work),
greenhouse-effect or just the consuming lifestyle is narrow (20 years?) .Shrinking, de-
accelerating, de-materializing , intergenerational justice and good global governance seem to be
our few coins for that slot .Let our kids have some distribution of earth-dividend, speaking
economically.
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